How to pass exams successfully? (from Jacky Newbrook “Activate teaching exam skills” Pearson Education Limited 2008)
I. How are exam classes different from general English classes?
•  Students may feel under pressure to succeed. This pressure could come from parents, teachers or from themselves.
•   Students may not be interested in learning English for its own sake -they may just want to pass the exam. This can lead to students who are motivated to do exam practice, but may not see the value of communicative activities.
• Exam classes often place more emphasis on reading, writing and grammar than general courses, which often include more speaking and listening.
•  Teachers can have problems if their students are weak and not at the level of the exam - students can become demotivated, and the teacher can feel frustrated.

II.  What do exam teachers need to know at the start of a course?

1  The format and content of the exam

•  How long is the exam?
•  How many different parts are there to the exam?
•  What skills are tested in each part?
•  What is the grammar syllabus for the exam?
•  How are the skills tested - multiple-choice questions, gap fill,  etc.?
2  The practicalities of test-taking

•  How much time is allowed for each part of the exam?
•  Where do students write their answers?  Is there transfer time?
•  How many marks are there for each question?
•  When and where will the exam take place?
3 Marking the exam

•   How is the exam marked?
•  What is the weighting of the different papers?
•  What are the assessment criteria for each part, especially writing and speaking?
4 After the exam

•  How are the results presented?
•  What can your students do with the qualification?
•  What is the next exam that your students should progress to?
III.  How to be a successful exam teacher

1   A good exam teacher should balance teaching and testing.

Students enrolled on an exam course will expect to do a lot of practice tests and exam practice. However, if this is all you do, you will produce excellent test-takers, but poor language users! When time is restricted, you need to make the most of the time you are teaching, and the time you need to be testing.

Who should you test, and when? 

The struggling class

Here the priority is teaching. Students may lack not only test-taking skills, but also  language knowledge, so you need to identify their needs and try to fill in the gaps. Testing too often might demotivate them, although you may want to set progress tests for your own assessment of what they need to study. Маке sure that they have realistic aims and expectations.

The average class (often with mixed abilities)
Students have the basic test-taking and language skills, but they need to consolidate and review these skills as well as extend their range of structures and language. Regular testing can give these students a sense of progress, and showing them what is involved in the exam early in the course can  motivate and focus them.

The strong class
Here the emphasis is on students getting the best marks they can. Their language and test-taking skills should be good, and the problem may be to keep them motivated, Challenge them by setting them tasks above the level, and involve them in understanding what they can do to get a higher than average mark in the exam They should be aiming high, and not setting for good enough'

IV. Good study habits – students

	What to do
	Why it is good
	How to do it

	Regularly work on English outside class.
	You can start to think in English!
	Set aside a specific time to work on all aspects of your language.

	Review everything done in class regularly.
	If you don't do this, you won't know what you don't know - nor will the teacher.
	Regular ten-minute sessions reading notes. Copy things up from class neatly.

	Make a note of things you don't understand. Ask about them.
	You can make sure that you don't forget to check things you are not sure about.
	Keep a notepad with a 'to do' list, or make a note on your mobile phone or laptop.

	Use reference books properly when you need to.
	If you know the correct terminology, you can look things up when you have to check something.
	Make a note of the right words for tenses, parts of speech, etc. and learn them.

	Use practice tests sensibly.
	If you just practise exam skills, you don't concentrate on learning the right language skills.
	Only do tests when your teacher tells you to.

	| Find a time and a place to study by yourself.
	It is easier to study when you are not distracted by friends or television.
	Find a place you feel comfortable in, and go there regularly.

	Organise your notes so that you can review your work and see how you are improving.
	If you don't feel that you are getting better, it can be discouraging.
	Set aside one time every week when you can go through your notes and check them. Have your marks improved?

	Identify and correct your own mistakes.
	It will be easier for you to check your writing in an exam if you look for mistakes regularly.
	Identify the kind of mistakes you usually make. Look for these in every piece of writing you do.

	Keep a learner diary in which you record your feelings about the course, things you find easy, difficult, etc.
	Sometimes it is hard to understand why you don't enjoy things, or find them difficult. This will help you.
	Write down your feelings once a week. Try to identify why you feel like this.
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