
Small Talk: Conversation Starters 

                                                           (see www.english club . narod.ru)

	Signposting

	Function
	Language

	Introducing the subject
	· I'd like to start by...  

· Let's begin by... 

· First of all, I'll...
	· Starting with...

· I'll begin by...

	Finishing one subject...
	· Well, I've told you about…   

·  We've looked at... 
	· So much for... 

· That's all I have to say about...

	...and starting another
	· Now we'll move on to... 

· Let me turn now to... 

· Next... 
	· Turning to... 

· I'd like now to discuss... 

· Let's look now at..



	Analysing a point 

and giving recommendations
	· Where does that lead us? 

· Let's consider this in more detail... 
	· What does this mean for ABC? 

· Translated into real terms...

	Giving an example
	· For example,... 

· A good example of this is... 

· As an illustration,... 


	· To give you an example,... 

· To illustrate this point...

	Dealing with questions
	· We'll be examining this point in more detail later on... 

· I'd like to deal with this question later, if I may... 

· I'll come back to this question later in my talk... 

· Perhaps you'd like to raise this point at the end... 

· I won't comment on this now... 



	Summarising and 

concluding
	· In conclusion,... 

· Right, let's sum up, shall we? 

· I'd like now to recap... 

· Let's summarise briefly what we've looked at... 

· Finally, let me remind you of some of the issues we've covered... 

· If I can just sum up the main points... 



	Ordering
	· Firstly...secondly...thirdly...lastly... 

· First of all...then...next...after that...finally... 

· To start with...later...to finish up... 



	Talking about the weather
	· Beautiful day, isn't it? 

· Can you believe all of this rain we've been having? 

· It looks like it's going to snow. 

· It sure would be nice to be in Hawaii right about now. 

· I hear they're calling for thunderstorms all weekend. 

· We couldn't ask for a nicer day, could we? 

· How about this weather? 

· Did you order this sunshine? 



	Talking about current events
	· Did you catch the news today? 

· Did you hear about that fire on Fourth St? 

· What do you think about this transit strike? 

· I read in the paper today that the Sears Mall is closing. 

· I heard on the radio today that they are finally going to start building the new bridge. 

· How about those Reds? Do you think they're going to win tonight? 



	At the office
	· Looking forward to the weekend? 

· Have you worked here long? 

· I can't believe how busy/quiet we are today, can you? 

· Has it been a long week? 

· You look like you could use a cup of coffee. 

· What do you think of the new computers? 



	At a social event 
	· So, how do you know Justin? 

· Have you tried the cabbage rolls that Sandy made? 

· Are you enjoying yourself? 

· It looks like you could use another drink. 

· Pretty nice place, huh? 

· I love your dress. Can I ask where you got it? 



	Out for a walk
	· How old's your baby? 

· What's your puppy's name? 

· The tulips are sure beautiful at this time of year, aren't they. 

· How do you like the new park? 

· Nice day to be outside, isn't it? 



	Waiting somewhere
	· I didn't think it would be so busy today. 

· You look like you've got your hands full (with children or goods). 

· The bus must be running late today. 

· It looks like we are going to be here a while, huh? 

· I'll have to remember not to come here on Mondays. 

· How long have you been waiting? 




Разговор по телефону (типичные фразы, используемые при разговоре по телефону) (see www.english club . narod.ru)

· Telephone Language
	Answering the phone
	· Hello? (informal) 

· Thank you for calling Boyz Autobody. Jody speaking. How can I help you?
· Doctor's office. 

	Introducing yourself
	· Hey George. It's Lisa calling. (informal) 

· Hello, this is Julie Madison calling. 

· Hi, it's Gerry from the dentist's office here. 

· This is she.* 

· Speaking.* 

* The person answering says this if the caller does not recognize their voice.

	Asking to speak with someone
	· Is Fred in? (informal) 

· Is Jackson there, please? (informal) 

· Can I talk to your sister? (informal) 

· May I speak with Mr. Green, please? 

· Would the doctor be in/available? 

	Connecting someone 
	· Just a sec. I'll get him. (informal) 

· Hang on one second. (informal) 

· Please hold and I'll put you through to his office. 

· One moment please. 

· All of our operators are busy at this time. Please hold for the next available person. 

	Making special requests
	· Could you please repeat that? 

· Would you mind spelling that for me? 

· Could you speak up a little please? 

· Can you speak a little slower please. My English isn't very strong. 

· Can you call me back? I think we have a bad connection. 

· Can you please hold for a minute? I have another call. 

	Taking a message for someone
	· Sammy's not in. Who's this? (informal) 

· I'm sorry, Lisa's not here at the moment. Can I ask who's calling? 

· I'm afraid he's stepped out. Would you like to leave a message? 

· He's on lunch right now. Who's calling please? 

· He's busy right now. Can you call again later? 

· I'll let him know you called. 

· I'll make sure she gets the message. 

	Leaving a message with someone
	· Yes, can you tell him his wife called, please. 

· No, that's okay, I'll call back later. 

· Yes, it's James from CompInc. here. When do you expect her back in the office? 

· Thanks, could you ask him to call Brian when he gets in? 

· Do you have a pen handy. I don't think he has my number. 

· Thanks. My number is 222-3456, extension 12. 

	Confirming information 
	· Okay, I've got it all down. 

· Let me repeat that just to make sure. 

· Did you say 555 Charles St.? 

· You said your name was John, right? 

· I'll make sure he gets the message. 

	Listening to an answering machine
	· Hello. You've reached 222-6789. Please leave a detailed message after the beep. Thank you. 

· Hi, this is Elizabeth. I'm sorry I'm not available to take your call at this time. Leave me a message and I'll get back to you as soon as I can. 

· Thank you for calling Dr. Mindin's office. Our hours are 9am-5pm, Monday-Friday. Please call back during these hours, or leave a message after the tone. If this is an emergency please call the hospital at 333-7896. 

	Leaving a message on an answering machine
	· Hey Mikako. It's Yuka. Call me! (informal) 

· Hello, this is Ricardo calling for Luke. Could you please return my call as soon as possible. My number is 334-5689. Thank you. 

· Hello Maxwell. This is Marina from the doctor's office calling. I just wanted to let you know that you're due for a check-up this month. Please give us a ring/buzz whenever it's convenient. 

	Finishing a conversation
	· Well, I guess I better get going. Talk to you soon. 

· Thanks for calling. Bye for now. 

· I have to let you go now. 

· I have another call coming through. I better run. 

· I'm afraid that's my other line. 

· I'll talk to you again soon. Bye. 


 
· Telephone Terms
	answer
	to say "hello" into the phone when it rings

	answering machine
	something that you can record a message on if the person you are calling isn't home

	busy signal
	a beeping sound that tells the caller that the other person is already on the phone with someone else

	call
	a telephone conversation; to telephone

	caller
	the person who telephones

	call back/phone back
	to call someone who called you first

	call display
	a screen that shows you who is calling

	cellular phone/cell phone
	a telephone that you can take with you away from your house; mobile phone

	cordless phone
	a phone that is not attached to the wall (you can walk short distances with it at home or in the garden)

	dial
	to press the buttons on the phone 

	dial tone
	the sound the phone makes when you pick it up

	directory/ phone book
	a book that alphabetically lists local phone numbers of people and businesses

	hang up
	to put the receiver down and end a call

	operator
	a person who answers telephone-related questions when you dial "0"

	pager
	a small machine you wear that makes a noise (or vibrates) when someone wants you to call them

	phone
	a telephone; to telephone

	phone booth/pay phone
	a place where you can pay to use a telephone in public

	pick up
	to answer the phone

	receiver
	the piece on the phone that you speak into and listen from

	ring
	the sound a phone makes when somebody calls; to make that sound

	ringer
	the sound-piece that alerts a person that a call is coming through


 Как сделать беседу интереснее   

Чтобы сделать нашу речь более экспрессивной и эмоционально окрашенной, предлагаю некоторые примеры интересных выражений. (see www.english club . narod.ru)

	By the way-кстати
Generally/ Actually-вообще-то…

In fact…- фактически…

Naturally / Certainly / Exactly- естественно/ конечно/ точно
	Basically- в основном…

On the whole- в целом…

In the main..- в основном…

In the long run- в конце концов…..
	Just a moment….-сейчас…./ минуточку……..



	So /Well /OK-ну/так вот…/хорошо

I see- понимаю…
	Regardless of- невзирая на…

For all that- несмотря на всё это…
	It occurred to me- мне пришло на ум…

	It’s a pity….-жаль…

Sorry, but- извини, но…


	I’m not quite sure that- я не совсем уверен

I don’t think so- я так не думаю…
	I look forward to seeing you!- жду с нетерпением встречи с тобой!

	As for me- а вот я…/ что до меня…/ что касается меня…

As far as I know- насколько я знаю…

As far as I remember- насколько я помню…

As far as I understand- как я понимаю….
	Let me see- дай подумать…

Let me know- дай знать
	I can’t help it!- ничего не могу поделать

I can’t stand it!- терпеть это не могу

I hate this gossip- я ненавижу эти сплетни

	To tell the truth….- честно говоря…
	To some extent- в некоторой степени…

At any rate- во всяком случае….
	In accordance with- в соответствии с…


	I wonder- интересно…
	On an average- в среднем…
	I mean what I say-я не шучу!

	Fortunately-к счастью…..

Unfortunately- к сожалению…
	Into the bargain- к тому-же…
	Now that- сейчас, когда…

	It’s unlikely- маловероятно…

Probably/ perhaps- возможно…

It’s evident- очевидно…..

For certain- наверняка..
	Let’s hope for the best!-будем надеяться на лучшее!

Better late than never-лучше поздно, чем никогда
	Over and over again- снова и снова
To come back to…. –возвращаясь к…..

	It seems to me- мне кажется…

To my mind….-по-моему….

Personally, I…… лично я…..
	It’s often the case with- это часто происходит с….

In case of- в случае…
	Couldn’t be better- как нельзя лучше
The earlier the better- чем раньше, тем лучше

	The matter is that…-дело в том, что…
	I came to the conclusion- я пришёл к выводу…
	Take my word for it- даю слово, поверь мне


	It is not to the point. – это к делу не относится
It’s a slip of the tongue. Это оговорка.

It’s a slip of the pen .- Это описка
	Did you get it? –ты понял?

You’ve got it all wrong.- ты не так понял.
	Keep to the point. – ближе к делу

	I can’t say for sure- не могу сказать наверняка
	I must confess- я должен признаться…


	It was not to be- не суждено!

	I know what you mean-знаю, что ты имеешь в виду
	Take it into consideration!- прими к сведению!
	Well, you never know for certain- да, никогда не знаешь наверняка!

	I suppose- полагаю…
	What are you driving at?- к чему ты клонишь?
	That’s  settled !- решено !

	Imagine- представь себе…


	How do you feel about it?- как ты к этому относишься?
	What a nuisance!- какая досада!

	It’s my point of view-это моя точка зрения
	Things are going from bad to worse- хуже не бывает!
	Everything’s gone!-всё пропало!



	Calm down-успокойся, остынь
	Not for the world!- ни за что!
	Well , you can’t cry for the moon!- нельзя желать невозможного!

	Go on, tell me another-не рассказывай сказки
	They say,…. говорят,…..
	Talking of…….-говоря о……..

Talking about….. –кстати…..



	He’s got something else on his mind- он задумал что-то не то
	When it comes to-когда дело доходит до…
	God knows!-Бог знает!

Good Heavens! –Боже мой!

	To be in one’s element-быть в своей стихии
	Nothing of the sort / far from it - ничего подобного!

Too good to be true. – этого просто не может быть.
	More or less- более или менее

	To be in someone else’s skin- быть в чьей-то шкуре
	Why on earth? –и чего ради?
	Come what may be!- была не была!

	To be as hungry as a hunter- быть голодным как волк
	What do you take me for?- за кого ты меня принимаешь?
	It goes without saying- само собой разумеется

	To be a scapegoat-быть козлом отпущения
	I haven’t got the slightest desire to…….-у меня нет ни малейшего желания……..
	It remains to be seen- поживём, увидим

	For all times- во веки веков
	She is such a chatter box- она такая сплетница
	Just the other way round- как раз наоборот!

	In any case/ at any rate- во всяком случае
	A round-table conference- беседа за круглым столом
	Such is life, you can’t help it – такова жизнь, ничего не поделаешь

	To go down in history- войти в историю
	A whole good hour-битый час
	It doesn’t  make sense- это не имеет никакого значения

	A question (a matter) of time- вопрос времени
	From time to time-время от времени
	Things are going smoothly- всё идёт как по маслу!

	To go into details- вдаваться в подробности
	There’s a time and place for everything- всему своё место и время
	All in good time- всему своё время

	Far and wide/ backwards and forwards- вдоль и поперёк
	To turn someone’s head- вскружить голову
	Have it your own way- делай, как знаешь

	The pink of perfection- вверх совершенства
	To get out of bed on the wrong side- встать не с той ноги
	It serves him right!- так ему и надо!

	To pull oneself together- взять себя в руки
	To get something out of one’s mind- выбросить из головы
	To cut a long story short- короче говоря……..

	What’s all the fuss!- эка невидаль!
	Go to pot- вылететь в трубу
	To be in seventh heaven-быть на седьмом небе от счастья

	In one ear and out the other-в одно ухо влетает, в другое вылетает
	What a lucky dog you are! -Ну и везёт тебе!


	Once in a blue moon-в кои-то веки..

	In particular-в частности
	Look what happened! / See what happened! – вот те на!
	As a last resort- в крайнем случае
In any case- в любом случае



	To play the fool- валять дурака
	To lie through one’s teeth- врать без стыда и совести
	Don’t let me down –не подведи меня

	Mind your own business! - не лезь не в своё дело!
	Keep your chin up! – не падай духом! 
	Pull yourself together! – возьми себя в руки!


Как завязать разговор?
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