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Overview

What makes us who we are? In this introductory project, students will engage in a collaborative learning experience. Through email exchanges, students will build friendships and learn about the daily lives and characteristics of the local environment of students who live in another region of the world.

This unit may be taught to both lower elementary students (grades 2-4) and to upper elementary and secondary students (grades 5-7). There are notes in each lesson for how the unit can be modified to meet the needs of your classroom. 

Adapted from an original concept from David Chernobilsky, ePals teacher member since 1999.

Essential Questions 
1. How is my life similar to and different from my ePal's life? 

2. How does the natural environment where my ePal lives affect his or her life?

3. What effect does the culture in my ePal's region have on his or her life?

   Objectives 
1. Students will be able to compose well-written emails to their ePals. 

2. Students will be able to concretely describe specific details of their lives and make predictions about their ePals' lives. 

3. Students will be able to use maps to explore and analyze places. 

4. Students will be able to identify similarities and differences between themselves and their ePals. 

5. Students will be able to give specific examples of what it means to be from a different culture. 

6. Students will build a relationship with a student in another region of the world.

Culminating Activity 

Students will create final digital presentations about themselves and their ePals reflecting an increased understanding of the differences and commonalities between their cultures, their environments and their lives.


This project has four parts: 

1. Engage, Activate Prior Knowledge and Build Context; 

2. Exchange of four emails with ePals; 
3. Create presentations about ePals' countries as a culminating activity; and, 

4. Reflect/Assess.
National Education Technology Standards (NETS)
Main Stages

	Engage, Activate Prior Knowledge and Build Context
	Email #1

All about Me
	Email #2

A day in the Life
	Email #3

Environment
	Email #4

Culture
	Email #5

Culminating Activity

	Students will learn about:
1. what it means to be a good ePal;
2. consider the similarities and differences between people who live nearby and far away; and,
3. learn about a new country from students who live there.
	1. Students introduce themselves. 2. Students ask their ePals questions about themselves. Students write emails discussing their favorite

things.
	1. Students respond to their ePals’ comments and questions.          2. Students ask their ePals questions and make comments about their

ePals’ prior emails. Students write emails discussing a day in their lives.
	1. Students respond to their ePals’ comments and questions.     2. Students ask their ePals questions and make comments about their ePals’ prior emails. Students write emails discussing the environment in which they live.
	1. Students respond to their ePals’ comments and questions.          2. Students ask their ePals questions and make comments about their ePals’ prior emails. Students write emails discussing their culture.
	1. Students respond to their ePals’ comments and questions. Students create final digital presentations about themselves and their ePals reflecting an increased understanding of the differences and commonalities between their cultures, their environments and their lives.


mail #1        All about me      Time: Two 30-45 minute blocks on consecutive days
Grades 2 and 3
Day 1: Classroom Instruction
Engage students by asking them to tell you about one of their close friends. Where are they from? What are their favorite things to do? What do you like to do together? Remind students that close friends know a lot about each other. They become closer friends as they learn more. This will be very important for getting to know your ePals.
Finding specific words to describe themselves may be hard for students, but the worksheet 
All About Me can help. Tell students that they will use the All About Me worksheet as a guide to help with their first ePals email ex change. 
Show students how to fill out the All About Me worksheet by filling out one about you in front of the class. Then pass out All About Me to your students. Give ample time to complete the worksheet or assign this for homework. Give students time to share the information on their All About Me forms.

If students are completing their worksheets in class, have students who quickly complete it draw a picture that represents who they are on the back of the paper. A picture of this drawing can be included in the email.

Day 2: Writing Email


Before beginning, remind students about what makes a good pen pal. Brainstorm with students about questions they want to know more about their pen pals. 

A suggested structure for their email might be: 1. Students introduce themselves and open their letter.
2. Students share the information from their “All About Me” worksheets.
3. Students ask their ePals questions about themselves.
4. Students end their letter with a friendly closing (how excited they are to receive their ePals’ letter, etc.).

Grades 4-7


Day 1: Classroom Instruction 

Engage students by asking them to tell you about one of their close friends. Where are they from? What are their favorite things to do? What do you like to do together? Remind students that close friends know a lot about each other. They become closer friends as they learn more. This will be very important for getting to know your ePals.

Provide students with vocabulary for the lesson – trait, characteristic, unique. Discuss with students how these concepts connect to the idea of a stereotype.

Using the My Pen Pal and Me  worksheet, model for students how they can think of the 5 most important facts, characteristics or traits about themselves. Do the same for what they want to know about their pen pals. You should model how they can work in small groups to answer this question. Encourage students to share with each other what they think makes the other person interesting and unique. Encourage students to spend time learning more about their pen pals country if they have finished the worksheet. 
Day 2: Writing Email

Before beginning, remind students about what makes a good pen pal. Brainstorm with students about questions they want to know more about their pen pals 

A suggested structure to the email might be:

· Students introduce themselves and open the letter in a friendly way. 

· Students share the information from their My Pen Pal and Me  worksheets. 

· Students ask their ePals questions about themselves based on their work on the My Pen Pal and Me worksheets. 
· Student offer a friendly closing to the letter (they tell their ePal how excited they are to hear from them, etc.). 
Form (for writing a letter)

Name:_________________ 

Date:_______________
All About Me 
1. My name is _____________________________ .

2. My favorite color is _______________________.

3. My favorite type of music is ________________.

4. My favorite sport is________________________.

5. My favorite website is _____________________.

6. My favorite TV show is ____________________.

7. My favorite book or author is _______________.

8. My favorite animal is ______________________.

9. My favorite season is ______________________.

10. My birthday is on _________________________.

11. I have _____________________________siblings.

12. Three words that describe me are_____________ 
Дополнительный материал:

Objectives
1 Students will be able to compose well-written emails to their ePals. 

2 Students will be able to concretely describe specific details of their lives and make predictions about their ePals' lives. 

3 Students will be able to use maps to explore and analyze places. 

4 Students will be able to identify similarities and differences between themselves and their ePals. 

5 Students will be able to give specific examples of what it means to be from a different culture.

6 Students will build a relationship with a student in another region of the world.
Essential Questions
1 How is my life similar and different from my ePal's life? 

2 How do the natural environment where my ePal lives affect his or her life?

3 What effect does the culture in my ePal’s region have on his or her life
Supporting Questions:
1. What makes me who I am? 

2. What are the things people my age do every day? 

3. How does a person’s environment impact what he or she does and experiences?

4. How is a person’s culture impacted by where he or she lives?

Academic Vocabulary 

Vocabulary (Grades 2-4) traits, characteristics, symbols, hobby, physical map, environment, community, timeline, culture, climate, political map, Venn Diagram

Vocabulary (Grades 5-7) stereotypes, traits, characteristics, unique, symbols, hobby, environment, community, timeline, culture, physical map, climate map, political map, Venn Diagram
Students will create final digital presentations about themselves and their ePals reflecting an increased understanding of the differences and commonalities between their cultures, their environments and their lives.

Reflections/Assessments

 Students complete KWL chart and evaluate student work.
Teachers evaluate student work and monitor email exchanges.

Related Resources
Books featuring letters or pen pals: 
Arthur’s Pen Pal (I Can Read Book 2) by Lillian Hoban
Dear Mr. Blueberry by Simon James
First Year Letters by Julie Danneberg
Click, Clack Moo: Cows That Type by Doreen Cronin and Betsy Lewin
Regarding the Fountain: A Tale, in Letters, of Liars and Leaks by Kate Klise
Love Your Friend, Hannah by Mindy Warshaw Skolsky and Laura Hamilton

Books about pen pals for upper elementary and middle school students: 

The Year of Secret Assignments by Jaclyn Moriarty
Dear Mr. Sprouts by Errol Broome
Regarding the Fountain: A Tale, in Letters, of Liars and Leaks by Kate Klise
Love Your Friend, Hannah by Mindy Warshaw Skolsky and Laura Hamilton
P.S. Longer Letter Later by Ann M. Martin and Paula Danziger
P.S. Write Soon by Colby F. Rodowsky
Skylark by Patricia MacLachlan
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